AP Close Reading Journal 







Name_____________________________________________

Text________________________________________________  Section Read:___________________________ Due Date_____________________

	Describe Below Your Insights on this Section     

Describe, label and check off at least 3 of the items listed below in relation to this section of the text.  BE SPECIFIC!  Consider a variety of observations and insights over time (e.g., look at different characters, themes, conflicts, etc.)
· Structure of Time & Events (Str)
( Narration/Speaker /Voice (NSV)
· Setting/Atmosphere (SA)
( Audience (A)
· Characterization (C)
( Style/Diction/Syntax (SDS)
· Theme (T) 
( Patterns/Motifs (PM)
· Conflict/Tension (CT)
( Point of View (POV)
	What’s your Evidence?

· List abbreviated quotes and page #s
· Other specific textual justification
NOTE: An abbreviated quote looks like this: “HAMLET: To be or not to be….all my sins remember’d” [III-I, L56-89] [Act-scene, Line]

OR “As Gregor Samsa awoke one morning…a cold shiver run through him” p. 11
	So What?  (Significance / Effect/Patterns):

· So what?  Why does this matter?

· What emotional or intellectual effect does this have on the audience?  

· How does this insight connect to others you’ve made?

· What pattern(s) does this insight reveal?  What meaning does the pattern(s) suggest?
· How does this develop a larger purpose you see the author intending?

NOTE: Please choose a variety of the prompts above over time.
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	Recurring Literary Techniques  

Describe (explain author’s use of) at least 2 techniques (see list below)
	Where exactly does this occur ? (page #s +  paragraph or line #s)
	Significance of this?  How does it affect readers?
I = Intellectual (causes you to think…)   or
E = Emotional (causes you to feel…)    

	
	
	


Sample Literary Techniques:

· Figurative Language (metaphor, simile, hyperbole, metonymy, personification, understatement, synecdoche, apostrophe, connotation/denotation…)

· Voice, persona, satire, irony (dramatic, verbal, situational)
(   Key imagery, deliberate contrast/comparison, analogy, symbolism, stereotype, archetype

· Style, sentence pattern, tone, mood, atmosphere, ambiance
(   Point of view (1st person, 3rd person –omniscient –limited –objective)

· Allusion (historical, literary, social-political, mythological, biblical, etc.)
(   Foreshadowing, flashback, flash-forward, stream-of-consciousness

	At least 2 Quality Discussion Questions:

	At least 1 Prediction (or implication) for future developments:


	
	This prediction is based on… 

	Effect Statement: …is a specific claim, or thesis, you have about a particular passage of literature.  My passage is found at/on: _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Start by identifying the three components of a good Effect Statement:  

( An IDEA I see the author developing in this passage:

( A specific  TECHNIQUE the author uses to convey this idea:

( A noticeable EFFECT this has on readers is:

Now, compose an Effect Statement below with all of these elements:




Ideas from this journal I want to use in my next paper or project:





Evaluating Your Journal:	Self-Eval	Teacher Eval	Teacher Comments:


1. My journal follows directions	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad


2. … is specific	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad


3. … expresses my views clearly	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad


4. … has claims backed by evidence	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad


5. … is complete	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad	( Excels	( Good	( So-so	( Bad








